[Usefulness of the enzyme immunoassay in the diagnosis of tuberculosis].
To assess the usefulness of enzyme immunoassay as a rapid method of diagnosing tuberculosis, a study was conducted of 687 serum samples from 271 children and 416 adults. With 55 sera from nontuberculous children as controls, the specificity was 0.98, and with 137 controls from the adult population, 0.93. Prior vaccination with BCG did not influence the level of detectable anti-PPD antibody. The results were similar in healthy PPD-positive and negative adults. The test differentiated mycoses and nontuberculous mycobacterioses from tuberculosis. The sensitivity rates in 49 children and 200 adults diagnosed with bacteriologically confirmed pulmonary and extrapulmonary tuberculosis were calculated at 0.51 and 0.69, respectively. In those tuberculosis cases not bacteriologically confirmed or at other sites, the test was positive in 28.1% of 114 children and in 48.6% of 35 adults. The cost, speed, and availability of reagents for this test were comparable to those for direct microscopic examination. Both methods were positive for 49% of the tuberculosis cases confirmed by culture, and a total of 84% of those cases were found positive using one method or the other. It is concluded that enzyme immunoassay can be especially useful in the rapid diagnosis of nonbacilliferous pulmonary, extrapulmonary, and childhood tuberculosis.